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At a Glance 
 

Violation of Human Rights in Iran 
Wednesday 17 April 2013 

International Condemnation of Violation of Human Rights in Iran 
 

 
Human Rights and Democracy:  
The 2012 Foreign & Commonwealth Office Report 
 
http://www.hrdreport.fco.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/01/2012-Human-Rights-and-
Democracy.pdf 
 
Iran  
 
The human rights situation in Iran remained extremely poor in 2012. The government 
heavily suppressed freedom of speech, using intimidation and arbitrary arrest as tools of 
oppression and control. Senior opposition leaders remained under house arrest after 
almost two years of detention. Some minority groups described systematic repression of 
their communities and targeted intimidation of those speaking out against human rights 
violations.  
 
Several prominent human rights defenders remained in prison – some alleging torture and 
others suffering serious health issues for which they were denied adequate medical 
treatment. The death penalty was again widely applied, particularly for drugs offences, 
and in many cases in contravention of international law. The majority of the 
recommendations in the UN Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Review for Iran 
in 2010 remained unimplemented.  
 
The UK played a prominent role in increasing international pressure on the Iranian 
regime to improve its record. We supported the successful renewal in March of Dr 
Ahmed Shaheed’s mandate as United Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights in 
Iran. In March, we supported further additions to the EU human rights sanctions list of 
Iranians responsible for grave human rights violations, which now includes 77 
individuals. The measures also introduced a prohibition on the sale and export to Iran of 
equipment that could be used for internal repression or Internet censorship. We helped to 
raise the profile of several serious human rights abuse cases, patterns of discrimination 
and instances of state intimidation.  
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The UK also co-sponsored the UN annual resolution on human rights in Iran. Following a 
strong lobbying campaign with Canada, which tabled the resolution, we were pleased that 
it passed with an overwhelming majority of countries in favour (83 to 31).  
 
This scrutiny was not well received in Iran, which dismissed the criticism as Western 
“double standards”, accusing the US, UK and Canada of human rights violations 
themselves. It also accused the UN Special Rapporteur of being anti-Islamic. There was 
no indication that Iran was genuinely willing to improve its record or to engage with the 
international community about it. Iran continued to refuse to allow the Special 
Rapporteur to visit the country.  
 
In 2013, we expect the situation to remain poor, although we will continue to press Iran 
for systematic improvements. Iran’s presidential elections in June 2013 may prompt 
further repression, particularly of groups considered likely to be critical of the regime. 
Iran will be concerned about the potential for economic unrest caused by the increasing 
financial pressures on the regime – a result of its own economic mismanagement and the 
impact of international sanctions relating to the nuclear issue. Any economic unrest could 
also lead the regime to increase restrictions on basic freedoms.  
 
The UK will continue to keep Iran’s behaviour in the international spotlight, to speak out 
in support of the observance of universal human rights and to encourage genuine 
progress.  
 
Elections  
 
The parliamentary (Majles) elections in March 2012 passed without major protest. The 
elections were clearly not free and fair, with candidates being filtered at an early stage by 
the Guardian Council to prevent any real choice. The two opposition leaders, Mirhossein  
176 Mousavi and Mehdi Karoubi, remained under house arrest. The presidential elections 
in June 2013 are likely also to be tightly controlled, again with the careful selection of 
candidates deemed acceptable to senior members of the regime.  
 
Freedom of expression  
 
In 2012, Iran introduced further restrictions on Internet use, including regulations 
controlling public Internet cafes. A national Internet network was introduced to control 
the flow of information, and websites continued to be filtered. Cyber-security forces 
arrested and intimidated Internet users, bloggers and journalists.  
 
Domestic media remained tightly controlled to prevent reporting on certain topics. Many 
journalists were arrested, subsequently reporting poor prison conditions and a lack of 
access to appropriate medical care. Journalists such as BBC Persian employees reported 
that their families in Iran continued to be harassed, arrested and interrogated.  
 
The Iranian authorities continued to jam satellite signals, affecting Persian-language 
broadcasts. Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB) reported that Iranian 
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intelligence agents had discovered a ring of underground studios linked to satellite TV 
stations. They claimed that these were linked to counter-revolutionary groups, and 
arrested over 30 people.  
 
A small number of protests were held by labour activists protesting against unpaid 
salaries and redundancies, as well as a protest by Iranian students on Students’ Day on 6 
December.  
 
Human rights defenders  
Iran’s treatment of human rights defenders continued to be a matter of concern. Nasrin  
Sotoudeh, a human rights lawyer serving a six-year sentence, began a hunger strike in 
October in protest at the harassment of her family. She ended this on 4 December, after 
49 days, following concessions from the prison authorities, but her health was seriously 
affected as a result. She won the European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize for Freedom of 
Thought in October. A planned visit to Iran by MEPs was cancelled after the authorities 
refused them permission to visit her in prison to congratulate her. The Foreign Secretary 
and the Minister for the Middle East and North Africa, Alistair Burt, recorded video 
messages of support for Sotoudeh and called on the Iranian authorities to release her 
immediately. At the time of writing, she remains in prison.  
 
Concerns also remain about other high-profile imprisoned lawyers in Iran, such as  
Mohammad Ali Dadkhah, Narguess Mohammadi, Abdolfattah Soltani and Javid Houtan  
Kian.  
 
Some have reported being tortured during their imprisonment and suffering long periods 
of solitary confinement as well as denial of access to appropriate medical care. We 
believe they were sentenced for their work to defend peacefully the rights of others. 
Soltani won the International Bar Association Human Rights Award in October, and 
Houtan Kian was awarded a human rights prize by the German city of Bochum in 
December (jointly with labour activist Sharokh Zamani).  
 
Access to justice and the rule of law  
 
The Iranian authorities operate outside both Iranian law and the Iranian constitution. 
Many of those arrested and imprisoned have been denied access to legal representation or 
due process. Many charges are politically motivated and discriminatory, and sentences 
are excessive in relation to the crime (including two men found guilty of a third offence 
of drinking alcohol who were given death sentences).  
 
The Islamic Penal Code is being amended, but we remain concerned about the revised 
text, which retains discriminatory laws against women and non-Muslims and does not 
abolish the death penalty for minors. The code also permits the death penalty for 
blasphemy, but the definition of what would constitute a crime under this provision is 
unclear, allowing arbitrary application of the law. Many current prisoners have been 
imprisoned for long periods on loosely worded charges of “enmity against God” and 
“corruption on earth”, which are defined as capital offences in the current draft code.  
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Death penalty  
 
Iran fails to meet the most basic international legal standards for the application of the 
death penalty and has one of the highest numbers of executions per capita in the world. 
According to EU figures, 352 people were executed in 2012. This is a reduction from 436 
the previous year, though the secrecy surrounding executions in Iran means that the true 
figure is undoubtedly much higher. May saw a spike in reported executions of up to 63 in 
one week.  
The overwhelming majority of executions are for drugs offences, which the international 
community does not generally consider to be a crime for which the death penalty is 
permitted by international law.  
 
The UN Secretary-General reported that over 30 people were executed publicly between  
January and June, many by suspension strangulation, where the condemned person is 
winched upward slowly and death is not instantaneous. It remains possible for a judge to 
order death by stoning in accordance with Sharia Law, although there have been no 
confirmed cases of stoning for four years. A case of note where the death penalty was 
used involved Safieh Ghafouri, who was sentenced to death for murder on the basis of 
her own confession. Ghafouri was reportedly not told of her imminent execution and 
withdrew her confession at the gallows. Contrary to established procedure in Iran, which 
should then have seen her execution halted, her retraction was ignored and it went ahead.  
 
The UK continued to condemn publicly Iran’s use of the death penalty, both in public 
statements and in online features in English and Farsi, as well as through the EU. Iran 
offered a dialogue with the EU on the death penalty in October following an EU 
démarche on the issue, but to date has not followed this up.  
 
Torture  
 
Conditions in Iranian prisons remained extremely poor, with reports of deaths in custody, 
torture, long periods of solitary confinement and denial of medical treatment to inmates.  
 
Prison officials appeared to act with impunity. Reports by the UN Secretary-General and 
the UN Special Rapporteur on human rights in Iran included accounts of the deaths in 
custody of two ethnic Ahwazi Arab activists, both of whom were allegedly tortured to 
death. News emerged of the death of a blogger, Sattar Beheshti, in November, less than a 
week after being arrested for “actions against national security on social networks and 
Facebook”, and reportedly after being beaten by prison authorities. This prompted a 
domestic and international outcry, including public condemnation by Alistair Burt, FCO 
Minister with responsibility for Iran. The Iranian judicial authorities undertook to conduct 
an investigation into Mr Beheshti’s death and to punish those responsible. The Cyber 
Police Chief responsible for his arrest was later sacked, but the resulting report, which 
found that the previously healthy 35-year-old had died of natural causes as a result of 
shock, was not widely considered credible.  
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Freedom of religion or belief  
 
The past year arguably saw some intensification of the systematic persecution of Iran’s 
minority religious communities.  
Throughout 2012, we received reports of arrests and detentions of Christians, often 
without fair trial or legal representation. Monitoring of church congregations continued, 
prompting many Christians to worship in private homes, known as “house churches”. 
Converts were particularly targeted. Those found by the authorities to have converted to 
Christianity were told to revert to Islam or face arrest and apostasy charges. The release 
in September of Christian Pastor Yousef Nadarkhani, sentenced to death for apostasy in 
2010, was a rare positive outcome following sustained pressure from the international 
community to commute his sentence. Whilst Mr Burt welcomed news of his release, he 
was also clear that the arrest should not have taken place and called on Iran to respect the 
religious freedoms of its citizens. Pastor Nadarkhani was re-arrested on Christmas Day 
and briefly held in prison, although he had been released again at the time of writing. 
Other Christians remained in harsh conditions in prison, including Pastors Behnam Irani 
and Farshid Fathi.  
 
The Iranian Baha’i community, which remains unrecognised as an official religious 
group in Iran, reported an escalation in the oppression of their community, concentrated 
in the province of Semnan in the north. There were signs of a clampdown on Baha’i 
economic activity there, such as the raiding and closure in May by Intelligence Ministry 
officials of two factories that were fully or partially owned by Baha’is. Discrimination 
against Baha’is included restrictions on educational and employment opportunities and 
attacks on the Baha’i Institute for Higher Education. The seven Baha’i leaders arrested in 
2008 remained in prison to serve sentences of 20 years, having been subjected to unfair 
trials that did not comply with Iran’s own laws. Over 100 Baha’is were reported to be 
imprisoned in Iran in total at the time of writing.  
 
The Dervish community reported to the UN Special Rapporteur that they had been 
subjected to arbitrary arrests, torture and incarceration, as well as attacks on their places 
of worship.  
The report contained an account of a trial in May following a demonstration at which 189  
Dervishes were represented in court by only two lawyers after a judge ruled that too 
many lawyers would disturb court proceedings. The trial lasted only 10 days, with 18–20 
people being tried each day.  
 
Reports emerged at the end of the year about an increase in persecution of the small 
Jewish community in Iran.  
 
Women’s rights  
 
The new draft of the Islamic Penal Code continues to legitimise disparities between the 
sexes, penalising women. A woman’s testimony in court has half the value of a man’s, 
and “blood money” paid for female murder victims is half that paid for male victims. The 
age of criminal responsibility for girls is set at 9 years of age, but at 14 for boys. In 
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August, 36 universities announced that 77 fields of study would be closed to female 
applicants. In November, we received reports that the Majles (parliament) had passed a 
bill requiring all single females under the age of 40 to obtain the permission of a male 
guardian or spouse to travel outside Iran or to apply for a passport. This has not yet been 
passed into law and we will be following the bill’s progress. 
  
Minority rights  
 
There are many different ethnic groups in Iran. As well as the Persian majority (51%), the 
population is made up of Azeris, Kurds, Arabs, Baluchis, Turkmens, Armenians, 
Assyrians, Jews, Afghans and Georgians. Despite this diversity and the protection of 
equal rights for all in the Iranian constitution, Iran’s ethnic minorities regularly suffered 
discrimination from central and local government. Discrimination included property 
confiscation, denial of state education and employment, cultural and linguistic 
restrictions, lack of access to water, electricity and basic sanitation in some areas such as 
Khuzestan and forced relocation.  
 
Iran’s ethnic minorities continued to be affected by apparent government bias, fuelling 
ethnic-based political violence, in particular among Iranian Kurds and Baluchi 
communities.  
 
There was also evidence that these groups were being targeted for persecution. In June, 
four Ahwazi Arabs were executed in secret for “enmity against God”, followed by a 
further five less than a month later, after what were believed to have been unfair trials 
and torture.  
 
The Foreign Secretary publicly condemned these executions in August and called on Iran 
to cease the persecution of its ethnic minorities.  
 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights  
 
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender issues in Iran remain taboo, and homosexual acts 
between men attract the death penalty. In May, four men were reportedly hanged in secret 
on charges of homosexuality. Once again, Mr Burt spoke out against the persecution of 
homosexuals and Iran’s shameful record of executions. This area is also of concern 
regarding the lack of fair trials and suspicions that such charges are sometimes falsely 
applied.  
 
Afghan refugees  
 
Iran can be credited with hosting a large number of Afghan refugees (around 30 million 
over 30 years) and making basic provision for them such as temporary work permits and 
tax exemptions, although they remained subject to discrimination. Access to education 
and healthcare remained restricted and they were not permitted to live in certain areas of 
Iran, reducing employment opportunities for them. The deterioration of the economy in 
Iran affected these refugees disproportionately as they were excluded, for example, from 
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cash subsidies for food and medical costs. Illegal migrants suffered much less favourable 
treatment, and in July access to goods and services for illegal migrants was further 
restricted. In June, after two Afghans were accused of rape and murder in Yazd, many 
local Afghan residents were attacked, possibly with the collusion of the local security 
forces according to Afghan witnesses. Vice President Rahimi publicly linked Iran’s 
economic decline to the presence of Afghan migrants.  

 
Execution 

 

Nine Prisoners Executed in Shiraz (Southern Iran) Today- Six 
Executions Carried Out in Public 

http://iranhr.net/spip.php?article2747 

Iran Human Rights, April 16, 2013: According to the 
official website of the Iranian Judiciary in province of 
Fars (southern Iran), nine prisoners were hanged in the 
city of Shiraz today. Six of the prisoners were hanged 
in public and the other three prisoners were hanged in 
Adel Abad Prison. 

The prisoners were convicted of “Moharebeh” through 
armed robbery. The report states that four of the 

prisoners executed— identified as GhN, AHN, MZ, and BD— were convicted of armed 
robbery. Three other people convicted of robbery— identified as MHA, BA, NP— were 
also charged. Two of them were executed today and the other was sentenced to life in 
prison. The executions took place in three different locations in Shiraz at 6 am, 9 am, 
and 1 pm. 

Three other prisoners, who were not identified by name, were hanged in Adel Abad 
Prison. They were convicted of armed robbery and rape. 

According to IHR’s annual report on the death penalty in 2012, the city of Shiraz and the 
province of Fars hold the record for the highest number of public executions. 

The Deputy Prosecutor General of the revolutionary courts in Fars is among the 
individuals whose name is in the European Union’s sanctions list. 
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Prisoners of Conscience 

 

Tehran Prosecutor Denies Furlough to Abdolfattah Soltani  
Wednesday, 17 April 2013  
http://www.hriran.com/en/archive/2864-tehran-prosecutor-denies-furlough-to-
abdolfattah-soltani.html 

 Despite the family’s presentation of a property deed as collateral, 
Tehran Prosecutor Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi refused to grant furlough to 
imprisoned lawyer Abdolfattah Soltani, the latter’s daughter told the 
International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran. Maedeh Soltani told 
the Campaign that the Prosecutor refused her father’s furlough request 
two days before Persian New Year, known as Nowruz, which prisoners 
are often allowed to spend with their families.  

“A few months ago, they announced that in order for my father to be granted furlough, 
we had to come up with bail of 1.2 billion toman (approximately US$350,000), but my 
father said this bail amount was illegal. Our entire family’s assets could not equal this 
amount. But later, the authorities themselves told my mother that she should present a 
deed that my family could afford. They themselves said that whatever she brought would 
be accepted. My mother took the deed to my father’s law practice as collateral, which is a 
shared asset. They accepted it and promised my mother that he would be released on 
furlough,” Maedeh Soltani told the Campaign. 

“But two days before Nowruz, they told my mother that Mr. Dolatabadi, the Tehran 
Prosecutor, had refused my father’s furlough request. They told my mother to bring a 
deed to release him, and then they refused to do it,” she added. 

“I don’t consider my father a suspect. My father was a human rights activist whose rights 
have been violated in Iran and is now forced into imprisonment. But despite all the 
lawlessness about my father, he is now a prisoner and according to the country’s laws, a 
prisoner is entitled to furlough, and he has been deprived of this right,” Abdolfattah 
Soltani’s daughter said about her father’s situation. 

“My father suffers from hemorrhoids and anemia. He was hospitalized for 40 days 
before, to receive treatment for this. He needs to be examined again and put on a 
medicine and nutrition regiment, but this is not possible in prison,” she added. 

Abdolfattah Soltani, a prominent human rights lawyer, was arrested on September 10, 
2011. On January 8, 2012, Branch 26 of Tehran Revolutionary Court under Judge 
Pirabbasi sentenced him to 18 years in prison, exile to Borazjan, and 20 years’ ban on his 
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legal practice on charges of “being awarded the [2009] Nuremberg International Human 
Rights Award,” “interviewing with media about his clients’ cases,” and “co-founding the 
Defenders of Human Rights Center.” Abdolfattah Soltani spent months inside solitary 
cells of the Intelligence Ministry’s Ward 209 at Evin Prison, where he developed severe 
anemia. 

 
 
Imprisoned activist Jamile Karimi blocked from visitation with her 
brother  
17 April 2013 
http://www.chrr.biz/spip.php?article20706 

Committee of Human Rights Reporters – Officials from the 
Shiraz Ministry of Intelligence blocked the brother of imprisoned 
activist Jamile Karimi from visitation with her on Tuesday April 
16th. 

According to CHRR, Jamile Karimi was held in custody 
incommunicado for one week, after which the office of the 

Prosecutor coordinated a visitation with her brother. However due to the opposition of the 
Ministry of Intelligence, the ordered visitation did not take place. 

Jamile Karimi, member of the Participation Front (Jebheye Mosharekat) political party, is 
a reformist political activist who served in Fars province. She is also the principal of 
Maeraj Girls’ School. When she was arrested on Wednesday April 10th, her personal 
items were confiscated and she was transferred to No 100 at the detention center of the 
Shiraz Ministry of Intelligence headquarters. . 

Women’s Rights 
 

 

We must stop an inhuman penalty against women: Iran’s execution by 
stoning 

Elahe Amani – WNN SOAPBOX 

http://womennewsnetwork.net/2013/04/16/irans-execution-by-stoning/ 
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An illustration by Amnesty International UK shows the current legal process for stoning 
executions inside Iran. Image: AIUK 

(WNN) New York, New York, UNITED STATES, AMERICAS: While the death 
penalty itself is being eradicated in many countries around the world, the most 
brutal form of the death penalty—stoning—is still being practiced. Death by stoning 
has been practiced since the establishment of the IRI – Islamic Republic of Iran – in the 
region where I was born before stoning was part of the ‘official’ government policy. 

While 90 percent of the countries of the world are not executing and 100 countries have 
completely abolished it, Iran leads the world in number of executions per capita among 
nations that continue to apply the death penalty in their domestic jurisdictions. 

Many of these executions are conducted in secret and go unreported by official sources.  
According to reports from human rights groups that document executions in Iran from 
both official and unofficial sources,  Iran is second only to China in annual death penalty 
sentences.  Since 1979 Amnesty International has documented at least 77 cases of stoning 
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and this figure is likely low due to the lack of proper 
documentation through 1979-1984. 

The first reported case of stoning was shortly after the revolution in July 1980.  Four 
women were sentenced to death by stoning based on the suspicion of adultery. I recall 
when I shared the news with my great aunt (may she rest in Peace), a devoted Muslim 
and a woman of faith in Kerman, she immediately responded “this is not Islam.”  The fact 
is that stoning was used only as a form of death penalty by the IRI.  While there are 
records of various forms of human rights abuse and discrimination of women in the 20th 
century history of Iran, there are no records of stoning in Iran prior to the July 1980 
stoning.  Prior to this event neither adultery, nor any other crime for that matter, ever 
warranted stoning.  This is why we are calling ‘here and now’ that stoning should not be 
made in our name, nor in our culture. 
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Perhaps what is most harrowing is that the Penal Code of Iran specifies the manner of 
stoning executions and types of stones that should be used. Article 102 of Iran’s Penal 
Code states that men will be buried up to their waists and women up to their breasts for 
the purpose of execution by stoning. 

Article 104 states, with reference to the penalty for adultery, that the stones used should 
“not be large enough to kill the person by one or two strikes; nor should they be so small 
that they could not be defined as stones.” 

This makes it clear that the purpose of stoning is to inflict as much pain as possible in a 
process leading to a ‘slow death’. 

The cruel practice of stoning started with the four women in Kerman. Since then the 
majority of those sentenced to death by stoning have been women.  Women suffer 
disproportionately from such punishment.  One reason is that they are not treated equally 
before the law and courts, in clear violation of international fair trial standards. They are 
particularly vulnerable to unfair trials because they are more likely than men to be 
illiterate and therefore more likely to sign confessions to crimes they did not commit. 
Discrimination against women in other aspects of their lives also leaves them more 
susceptible to conviction for adultery. 

In 2002 the IRI announced  a moratorium on execution by stoning. Since then officials 
have routinely denied that stoning sentences continued to be implemented in Iran. For 
example, in 2005, judiciary spokesman Jamal Karimirad stated, “in the Islamic Republic, 
we do not see such punishments being carried out,” He further added that if stoning 
sentences were passed by lower courts they were overruled by higher courts and that “no 
such verdicts have been carried out.” 

In spite of this, deaths by stoning continued to be reported. Ja’far Kiani was stoned to 
death on July 5, 2007 in a village near Takestan in Qazvin province. He had been 
convicted of committing adultery with Mokarrameh Ebrahimi with whom he had two 
children and who was also sentenced to death by stoning.  It was the first officially 
confirmed stoning since the moratorium in 2002, although a woman and a man are 
known to have been stoned to death in Mashhad in May 2006. 

The stoning was carried out despite a stay of execution ordered in the case and in 
defiance of the 2002 moratorium. 

In 2008, for the second time, Iran’s judiciary announced that the punishment of stoning 
convicts to death had been removed in the draft legislation submitted to Iran’s parliament 
for approval. 

Judiciary spokesman Ali Reza Jamshidi then announced that, “In the latest version of the 
Islamic penal codes bill, which has undergone several modifications, such punishments 
are not mentioned.” 
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While the last case of reported stoning of a women was ‘Mahboubeh M’ on May 7, 2006, 
even after the second announcement in 2008 of the moratorium on the practice of 
stoning, multiple cases of stoning have been documented.  Deutsche Welle news reported 
the stoning of a man in Rasht in March 2009. Another case of stoning was also reported 
in May 2009. 

On March 6, 2012 Dr. Ahmed Shaheed, the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of 
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRI), reported on the IRI to the General 
Assembly of the United Nations: 

“A number of individuals have been sentenced to death in recent years by stoning despite 
announcements of a moratorium on stoning as a form of capital punishment by the 
judiciary. In its report on the subject, Amnesty International stated that at least 15 men 
and women are currently facing death by stoning sentences for ‘adultery while married’. 
The Special Rapporteur joins the Human Rights Committee in expressing its concern 
about the use of stoning as a method of execution maintains that adultery does not 
constitute a serious crime by international standards; and strongly urges the Government 
to enforce its moratorium on stoning. The Special Rapporteur welcomes the fact that 
stoning has now been omitted from the new Penal Code and hopes all existing cases will 
be reviewed to ensure that such penalties are not carried out.” 

There are several concerns regarding the claim of omission of stoning from the Penal 
Code causing the UN Special Rapporteur assigned to Iran to express a real concern: 
stoning can still be issued at a judge’s discretion in accordance with Sharia Law or via a 
fatwas. 

It is also correct that, in comparison to the previous versions of the Penal Code, stoning 
has been removed from the section of the Code dealing with penalties for adultery. But 
the word ‘stoning’ appears twice in Articles 172 and 198 of the new Penal Code. 
Although details about its implementation, such as the appropriate size of stones to be 
used; wrapping the convicted person in a white shroud (kafan); and burying the male 
adulterer in the soil up his waist and a female up to her shoulders, are all gone. 

The omission of the implementation process continues to be a serious area of concern. 
The fact remains that that sexual relations outside of marriage is still a crime in Iran. 

The high-profile case of Sakineh Mohammadi Ashtiani and other victims of stoning have 
brought shame on the status of human rights in Iran. 

In light of the political fog created by Islamic Conservatives; the current political climate; 
and the government’ s past history of false moratoriums on stoning, the global 
community should not be too quick to cheer the changes in Iran’s Penal Code. Whether 
or not the new Penal Code is truly implemented and the practice of stoning eliminated is 
yet to be seen. 
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As I shared in the briefing statement at the 20th Session of the United Nations Human 
Rights Council on July 6, 2012 in Geneva, Switzerland, “Honor crimes, FGM and 
stoning are often described as ‘tradition’ and an unchanging facet of ‘culture’.  While all 
these inhuman and cruel practices that violate the rights of women to life, integrity and 
dignity, have a cultural dimension, they are also shaped by social factors, UN resolutions, 
government policies, and institutional discourse can provide an encouraging environment 
for eradicating such inhuman and cruel practices.” 

A resolution of the UN Commission on the Status of Women which bans stoning—one of 
the cruelest forms of the death penalty and a clear form of torture—would be a pivotal 
moment in the fight to bring an end to this practice. 

The time to act to stop this injustice is now and action is demanded. 
________________________ 

WNN – Women News Network reporter on the Middle East Elahe Amani is also the Chair 
of Global Circles for Women’s Intercultural Network, that works globally to bring 
women from diverse cultures and nations together. In March 2013 Amani spoke on panel 
and gave this presentation at the 57th United Nations conference, the UN Commission on 
the Status of Women. 

Freedom of Expression 

 

Iran: Blogger forced into false TV confession before trial for 'anti-
government' activities  
Published on Wednesday, 17 April 2013 08:34  
http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/human-rights/13409-iran-blogger-forced-into-false-tv-
confession-before-trial-for-anti-government-activities.html 

NCRI - A blogger is to go on trial in the Iranian city of of Shiraz this weekend amid 
mounting paranoia in the regime over free use of the Internet. 

Kaveh Taheri, 31, will appear before the first branch of the Revolutionary Court on April 
22 charged with 'anti-government activities and insulting the Supreme Leader, the 
president and the sanctuaries.' 

Mr Taheri and his 17-year-old cousin Pedram Ranjbar were arrested by Intelligence and 
Security Ministry agents on September 23, 2012 and held at the Intelligence Bureau in 
Shiraz. 
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A few hours after their arrest, agents then raided his parents home and attacked his 
mother, who was alone at the time, before confiscating personal possessions, reports from 
inside Iran have revealed. 

Kaveh was held in custody in the intelligence office for 52 days before being transferred 
to Adel Abad Prison. 

He was later forced under threat of torture into making a false confession. 

His arrest also comes after Iranian rulers issued draconian new directives earlier this 
month to clamp down on illegal Internet activity. 

 

Iran: Dozens of internet cafés closed down in Isfahan  
 
Published on Wednesday, 17 April 2013 08:15  

http://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/society/13408-iran-dozens-of-internet-cafes-closed-
down-in-isfahan.html 

NCRI - The Iranian regime's agents have closed down 30 Internet cafés in the city of 
Isfahan as paranoia mounts over the influence of information reaching the population. 

The Ministry of Information and Security sent out letters on April 13 demanding that 
companies cease all Internet activities. 

Cafe owners have now been given until April 21 to appear before the intelligence bureau 
to have their cases scrutinized. 

The café closures come after rulers issued draconian new directives earlier this month to 
prevent people accessing banned websites that threaten or criticize the regime. 

The state's Ministry of Intelligence and Security gave all Internet café owners a list of 20 
new orders - or face being closed down and arrested by Iran's cyber police. 

Amongst the new rules, article two requires Internet providers to purchase their 
bandwidth only from state certified companies that can censor the flow of information, 
and outlaws an connection to the Internet by satellite. 

Article 12 bans the use of any software that can bypass state-filtered websites, or the use 
of any VPN software that disguises the location of the Internet user. 
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And article ten says service providers must maintain a record of users' online activities, 
including the time and date of activity, the IP used, the log of websites visited, and the 
log of pages visited for at least six months. 

The new orders are the latest in a series of tough measures aimed at curbing free use of 
the Internet, and come after regime censors imposed a crackdown on VPN ports a month 
ago. 

 

Fatemeh Kheradmand has been called to Tehran security police 

Posted on: 15th April, 2013  
http://www.en-hrana.org/fatemeh-kheradmand-has-been-called-to-tehran-security-police 

HRANA News Agency – Fatemeh Kheradmand a Journalist of 
Health area has been called to the Tehran security police by a 
phone call. 
  
According to a report by Jaras website, she is waiting for the 
final result of the sentence given to her by the branch 26 of the 
revolutionary court related to the Ghalame Sabz newspaper 
case but has been contacted in the past few weeks and 

interrogated about her connection with political prisoners’ families. 
  
On the Saturday April 13, 2013 she was called to the Tehran security police by a phone 
call. 
  
This happens while her family members are on a trip and if she will be kept for the 
interrogation sessions there will be none of her family members to take care of her kid. 
 

 
Mohammad Bagher Moradi summoned to Branch 26 of the 
Revolutionary Court  
17 April 2013 
http://www.chrr.biz/spip.php?article20704 

Committee of Human Rights Reporters – Mohammad Bagher Moradi, 
who was among the detained group from Saraye Ahl-e Ghalam 
(Association of Writers), has been summoned to appear at Branch 26 
of the Revolutionary Court. 
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According to CHRR, on Tuesday April 16, Mohammad Bagher Moradi was contacted by 
phone and the warrant to appear in court was delivered to him. Per order of the warrant, 
he is summoned to appear to face charges against him on April 24th at Branch 26 of the 
Revolutionary Court presided by Judge Pir Abassi. 

Four other writers from the detained group of Saraye Ahl-e Ghalam have faced their 
charges in court. On April 9th Mohsen Ghashghaizadeh faced his charges at Branch 26 of 
the Revolutionary Court presided by Judge Pir Abassi, and Mohammad Parsi faced his 
charges at Branch 15 of the Revolutionary Court presided by Judge Salavati. On Monday 
April 14, Pejman Zafarmand faced charges brought against him at Branch 26 of the 
Revolutionary Court presided by Judge Pir Abassi and on Tuesday April 15, Akbar 
Amini faced his charges at Branch 27 of the Revolutionary Court presided by Judge 
Salavati. 

On October 30, 2012, security forces conducted a raid at a gathering of writers at Saray 
Ahl-e Ghalam (Association of Writers) and detained close to 70 members. Most of them 
were later released and 17 writers including Mehdi Khazali were transferred by van to 
Evin prison. Two others named Pejman Zafarmand and Mehdi Karimi were detained in 
separate encounters and were also transferred to Evin prison by security agents. 

Minorities’ Rights 

 

Baha’i women are in intolerable condition in the Semnan prison  
Wednesday, 17 April 2013  
 
http://www.hriran.com/en/test/43-bahai/2865-bahai-women-are-in-intolerable-condition-
in-the-semnan-prison.html 

HRANA News Agency – Imprisoned Baha’i 
women are suffering a very tough and 
inhuman condition in the women ward of 
the Semnan central prison and spending 
imprisonments’ duration became intolerable 
for them.  

According to a report by Human Rights Activists News Agency (HRANA), the food 
quality provided by prison reported inappropriate and uneatable and since the prisoners 
found glass splinters in their food most of them do not eat and because prisoners have no 
direct access to the prison shop and the left over of men wards will be available in the 
shop for women, then most of imprisoned women go to bed hungry including three 
Baha’i women who are imprisoned with their infants. 
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There is no categorization for prisoners in this prison and Baha’is imprisoned with drug 
prisoners, thefts, murders and non-Iranian prisoners which made the condition intolerable 
for those three Baha’i prisoners with their infants. 

In the other hand Baha’i prisoners’ condition became more tough because they have to 
sleep with their infants on the floor because of lack of beds. 

Also women and children’s protection association assigned an amount of money to each 
imprisoned kid but none of three Baha’i kids benefited of that money because of being 
Baha’i. 

The followings are names of imprisoned women in Semnan prisoner: 

1-Taraneh Torabi with infant 

2- Anissa Fanaiyan 

3- Shohreh A’zami 

4- Zohreh Nik’aien with infant 

5- Jinous Nourani 

6- Roufia Beydaghi 

7- Neda Majidi with infant 

 


